[

Pr1ncT

=

g4

b Creaits AIM
Peer

p

Harris Middle School Wins Schoo

Peer Mediation Award
The AIM program was credited with a monum:
improvement in the educational and social environmel
Harris Middie Schooi. According to principal Moises ¢
the Amigos in Mediation program operated by the B
County Dispute Resolution Center, has been a major fz
in the tremendously improved climate of the school. The
Artonio Bar Foundation recognized the dramatic turnars J
experienced by Harris Middle School and awarded the sc
its Tirat-ever Peer Mediation School Award; one of {
prestigious Peacemaxer awards it bestowed February
its annuai fund-rzising gala. The Foundation's Peacr
Awards Gala honors "unsung heroes" who
nenyiclent resolutions to local community confiicts.
an ouistanding example of a success story," said ’
chzir Ahigail G. Kampmann.
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AIM peacemakers arrived on campus, stud- bifle. "JOpewaejd' Or:stPO, Mfs& balcoa"eaqoourscb % th _
might have been settled on the concre ’Veivo"fad' n; gséfzbel;t]‘;l:k‘;, a‘:,]acesni;,\ ck towez?hsbuut C?I_ Fran i
resolved around a .table. Students who - quesgkj”ed? _ a”er, ’Co1u n;:e Sebg f’-’dpe re o have’ u;e -~ _orl k
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The San Antonio Bar Associ Szﬁf“%gi’jc;,fj}t‘a " \%Q A ‘] AIM Art Contest Attracts
received the State Bar ¢ sp, 1 4 ar. ! . 1Y Almost 200 Entries
Ude,,, the m \
Partnership Program Awarc oents T

with the BCDRC's Amigos
program.

The San Antonio R-

have partnered v
Resolution Center Qk\‘s
support for the Cel

which helps local stu.

disputes with the goa,

school environment an
resolution skills. Local
mentors for the AIM progi
Foundation has provided .
since its inception in 1999.
2,319 student mediations ha\
participating schools with 2,2.
resulting in agreements, for an
96 percent. The program has bee
area school districts, and 72
established peer mediation prograt.
schools implementing the program . .
to reduce student disciplinary incidents and 1,
amount of time spent on discioline issues.

As an adjunct to the San Antonio B
Foundation's 2004 Peacemak
Awards Gala, an “Amigos
Mediation” Peer Mediation Art Conte
was conducted. Students from all Al
schools were offered the opportunity to submit artwo
based on the theme, “How | Make Peace”. A total
193 pieces of artwork were entered in the contest fro
all grade levels. First place prizes of $200 and Secor
place prizes of $100 were awarded in each of tw
categories. The winners, chosen by independe -
judges, were from Lowel!l Middle School, Castle Hit
Elementary School and Navarro Academy.

In addition to the prize money won by the students, tt
an Antonio Bar Foundation donated a like amount -
peer mediation programs in the winning student
schools. This is the fourth year for the art contest ar

=.\ntries and enthusiasm for the event have increase
ch year.



School honored
for turnaround

Tracy Wolff, Frost
Bank, lawyer also get
Peacemaker awards.
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By LisA SANDBLRG
EXPRESS-NEWS STAFF WRITER

Once plagued by gang vio-
lence and poor attendance,
Harris Middle School was the
kind of low-performing innex-
city institution most parents
would just as soon avoid.

But then a few peacemakers
arrived on campus, and soon
student disputes that might
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On Tuesday. May 22, Diann Bartek, Chair of the Coordinator, Frank Rizzo. trains school staff as medi-

. San Antonio Bar Foundation. é
amount of $17.264 to Marlene Labenz-Hough, mediators, and helps the schools establish their own '600
Director of the Bexar County Dispute Resolution resolution programs. Once truined. the students medi- 2
Center. on behalf of the Amigos in Mediation (AIM) ate differences among their peers und campus dis-

day night at its annua
raising gala.
“They’re an outstanding e:
ample of a success story” sai
foundation chair Abigail ¢
Kampmann. X
The Foundation's Peacemal %
er Awards honor “unsung hr >,
roes” who promote nonv1ole_1_ 210 .
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Check to Amigos in Mediation = slan” g, 04, .
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presented a check in the ation trainers, assists them in training students as pecr % b,
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peer mediation program. The AIM program, whichis  putes. 2, ’).450 "'0;%0 @, S e, ’/'!(,1%*00’{,

administered by the Bexar County Dispute Labenz-Hough commended the associations for ’f( “, .
Resolution Center, is funded in part by a grant from their support of the AIM program, “With their assis- % @o Odb[' & /,:;‘.S_Qs-

the Criminal Justice Division. Office of the Governor. tance, we have been able 10 intro © J 5 an(
Matching funds required by the grant were publicly programs in 61 schools. The AIN/ B8 “ QC'@Q/"!/,0’7(0:0’7
donated to the Center by the Bar Foundation at a 460 school personnel and over If§ 5‘00,‘.;7«’
Bexar County Commissioners Court session. In addi- mediators.” In the last six mont =

tion to the contributions of the Bar Foundation, the in the program have mediated

$17.264 includes funds donated by the Bexar County dent mediators helping their p

Women's Bar Association,

the San Antonio Bar 316 of those disputes. Acc

. S Unday
Association - ADR Section, the Federal Bar Hough, “Peer mediation helpfg /,,'A' Lite s

. . N . . : gbschoa
Association - San Antonio Chapter. the Alamo Area ways 10 resolve their differ e ype
Mediators Association, and the San Antonio Young resorting to violence. It aids s / Pring,

Lawyers Association. Representatives of each organi- accept the consequences of

zation will be recognized

Court for their generous demonstration of commit- ation promotes a healthy ur
ment to the youth of San Antonio. positive force that can lea
The AIM peer mediation program assists schools Schools interested i

to implement peer mediation

resolving student conflict in the school systems ested in making a fina
throughout Bexar County. The program's Peer Mediation
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Commissionsers Court with a check in support of Amigos in
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